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Calvinism vs. Arminianism (Election vs. f&é.
Solving this Major Church Dividéfithout the Use

of Paradoxes, or Two Sides of the Same Coin.
Solved by applying Ancient Jewish Eschatology.

Salvation is a Fre&ift. But Inheriting the
Kingdom Requires Lots of Work. Solving the
Friction Between Grace and Holiness Verses.
Solved by applying Ancient Jewish Eschatology.

The Millennium as a Fr&ace Alternative to
Purgatory. Solving thBifferences in Salvatio
Verses Between Catholicism and Protestantism.
Solved by applying Ancient Jewish Eschatology.

Would a Loving God Have a Merciful Plan for Our
Loved Ones Who Have Died Having Never Heard
or Understood About Jesus ChristBolved by
applying Ancient Jewigschatology to the Church.

The application of ancient Jewish eschatology to the literal interpretation
of Scripture solves these four major problems, which have divided the
Church over the centuries. Most of the New Testament was written by
Jews. Thélew Wine Systehterally interprets Scripture along the same
lines as the Jewish eschatology system of that day. The Jewish New
Testament authors applied Old Testament prophecies about Israel to the
Church. If we do the same, then these four major prelolieScripture

are solved. In addition, many verses of other topics that have been hard
to understand start fitting the system and become easily understood.
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Introduction

Eschatology means the study of last things. The ancient Jews
believed that when the Messiah comes, Israel will rule the world. This

was not arrogance. |l tds Godds wo
respasibility to lead the nations into righteousness. They await the
i teral restoration of King Davi

spread throughout the nations (Isaiah 66:19). And according to the
Pharisees, this would happen right after the physicarection of the
dead (Isaiah 26:P1, 66:). This is ancient Jewish eschatology.

To be saved means you will be resurrected. You will be saved from
death. To be saved eternally means you will never die. Think about it
from the perspective of éhancient Jew. To inherit the promise to
Abraham, or to inherit the kingdom, or to be a child of Abraham, did
not only mean that one is saved. These terms mean you are a part of
Israel, who will rule the world. For the Jew, the nations are not a part of
Israel. Yet the nations will still be resurrected and can be saved. The
resurrection is not limited to Israel. Righteousness will go out from
Israel after the resurrection, when the Messiah comes.

The peopl e of | srael ook aloly 0 ¢ h o
nati on, a people for his 18%n pur
The people of Israel are the elect. To be chosen does not simply mean
you are saved. The people of the nations can be saved and yet not be
chosen to rule the world. Newesfament Jewish writers like Peter
guoted Old Testament verses, such as this one from Exods 19:5
They applied Old Testament prophecies about Israel to the Church. If
we do likewise, then the Old Testament prophecies about Israel must be
literally fdiilled in the Church. Therefore, the Church will rule the
nations with Christ during the millenni(Rev. 2:2&6, 5:10, 20:6)

Paul said not all Israel are Israel (Romans 9:6). Not all of
Abrahamds descendants are his chi
you ar e skdudraadnhhainmacsording to the promise (Galatians
3:29). This promise to Abraham was the promise of the literal land of
Palestine (Geb3:1417, 15:121) The promise of Abraham is to those
who are in Christ, which is the Church (Galatians 3:29)Tdst&ament
writers applied many Old Testament prophecies of Israel to the Church
(1 Peter 2:9, Rom. 9:28, Acts 2:1,181, Acts 15:148, Hebrews 8:8,
James 1:1). Therefore, those who are in Christ are Israel.
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| sr ael i's Godds @:R)o Ehese chpsenotphe e
in Christ are the elect (Rom. 11:7, 2 Tim. 2:10, Titus 1:1, 1 Peter 1::
The Church is the elect, chosen by God. But that does not mean tf
others in the nations cannot be saved. Everyone has tellfree
opportunity to acceChrist as Savior (Mat. 10:32, Rev. 22:17). Death is
not the end of the story. Both the just and the unjust are resurrected
the same hour (Dan. 12:2, John-228Acts 14:15). And the Judgment
is not until a thousand years later (Revelation Z8gfdite, the story
continues during Christds mill el

Salvation is a free gift (Rom. 6:23, Rev. 22:17). Christ draws all m
to himself (John 12:32). Anyon
of salvation ( Mat . limied to&e electRRuito
inherit the kingdom, requires the overcoming of sin (1 CA:0,6Zxl.
5:1192 1) . Dondét confuse salvation

The application of Jewish eschatology to the Church, along thes
lines, solves mg major problems of Scripture that have divided the
Church over the centuries. This inclu@atvinism vs. Arminianism
(Election vs. Frewill). We no longer have to pretend that Scripture
teaches two opposite positions, but that both are somehowhisiés
solved without the use of paradoxes, or two sides of the c@me c
This same eschatology interpretation also solves the problem of o
loved ones, who have died having never heard or understood about tl
salvation of Jesus Christ. Death ighmtnd of the story.

Scripture is to be interpreted as literally as is reasonable, with care
consideration for context, allowing for symbolism only where
symbolism is obvious, with the culture of the ancient Jews of primar
i mportance. ateveryGtsdennef Sdnipiupeewill tead this
book prayerfully, letting the inerrancy Scripture be the final word.

Jesus told a parable about pouring new wine into new wine skin
New wunderstanding doesnot neces
Thus the title of the book is, (
New Wine Systeins a new understanding
old understandings about the End Times. If you find this book useful
please visit my web site for additional articles ebchdtology.




Chapter 1
The New Wine System in a Nutshell

Executive Summ&gripture teaches that (1) at the Great White Throne
Judgment, all who are not in the book of life are condemned. Scripture te
(2) the just and the unjust aeetesbatrthe same time, which is a thousand ye
before the Great White Throne. Scripture teaches that (3) at the time
resurrection, those who are in the Book of Life are resurrected. This incluc
just and the unjust. Yet notladl meurrected when Christ returns. Those wi
are resurrected, both the just a

resurrected unjust will be saved if their names remain in the Book of Life t
the millennium.

Scripture contains didligtomy of verses about salvation. Many verses, su
John 3:16, show that simple faith in Christ is all that is needed for salvatior
verses would seem to require the overcoming of sin in order to be save
secondsetofversess bl y framed in terms of

Christ, instead of wusing the simp

Ancient Jews believed that when the Messiah comes, Israel will rule the wi
as a result of that rule, the gospel willthregpread the nations. Old
Testament Scripture, when interpreted literally, supports this view. Thel
nations will be saved. But the nations will not inherit the kingdom. Isrz
inherit the kingdom. The people of Israel, aatereddocbeotne descendents
of Abr aham. Ancient Jewish cul tu
equi valent to the term oO0inherit t

The big debate at the time of the ancient Jews wathereetiérbar aot

resurrection. Old Testament Scripture about the resurrection does not s
the righteous will be resurrected
and cont &2@2p tSo thg Rharireese Who believedractibe, res

would have seen the Messianic Age as a time when Israel would rule, anc
would be spread to all nations, even to those who had already died. Even
not drawn this conclusion ang t ha
Scriptural support. However, the Pharisees of that time would have made
oneavorld government rulers. The kingdom of heaven was not in their heart

In order for thisw Wine Systerwork, there must be three types of people in
gravenstead of the two traditionally held by Protestants. The three intel
states in the grave must be (1) the righteous wise, (2) the foolish undecic
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the wicked. The foolish undecided group must be those who have no
rejeted Christ. Or they may have accepted Christ, but have not yet |
relationship with Christ.

The sins of everyone who has ever lived, or will ever live, were atone
(1Joh2:2, 1Tim4:10, 2:6, JohA:32, Rom: 8 ) . ator@mant is t
unlimited. Therefore, faith in God is credited as righteousness. Thi
small faith in small revelations, such as faith in the Creator. Everyone
in the Creation. So those who have not yet accepted Jesuséchestaan
live again. But a person must be entirely Baes$ifad]), (iy accepting
Christ as his or her personal Savior, and developing a mature relations
before he or she can be given eternal life. Those whoetatitbey Gierist
are the true Israel, and will reign as kings and priests during the
(Re:2627, 5:10, 1:6, 20:6). For the others, who are in the foolish u
group, or have not yet matured, death is not the end of the story.

This systenh three intermediate states is similar to the three groups
Catholic system. Catholics believe that those in the church go to hea
are not a saint, you must first spend time in Purgatory. Thus, the Cath
majortype of people in the grave. I
to avoid hell. But an undecided middle group does solve the samx
Purgatory solves. It resolves the dichotomy of verses about salvatic
Unlike Purgaty, the millennium is not punishment. The millennium sin
those who have died in the middle the opportunity to mature in Christ,
wickedness by their own choice, without being under the deception c
with the millemm as an alternative to Purgatory, salvation remains a fre
no requirement of payment for ol

T raditional conservative mainstream Christian teaching says that
you die without having made a profession of faith in Jesus ChHrist, th:
you will spend eternity in hell. For many people, this teaching brings L
a series of difficult questions. What about the people who have die
without hearing about Jesus? Will they spend eternity in hell? | agr
with all the theologians who saynged Christ Jesus to be saved. But
few have offered a good solution to this very puzzling dilemma.

What about infants who die? Will they spend eternity in hell”
Many Catholics believe in a place called limbo, for infants who have n
been baptized, wiids neither heaven nor hell. This is a-#dagding
Catholic tradition. But Protestants want Scriptural evidence for al
doctrines.



12 The New Wine System in a Nutshell

Il nfant s ar e born wi t h A-d1a md s
1Cor.15:22). All parents know that their infant child abklrand be
disobedient at some point as they begin to grow. So it becomes a
dil emma for theol ogians. How can
sinful state? The doctrine of infant baptism was developed early in
church history, to allow for the salvatad infants. Many believe that
infant baptism removes Adamds sin
directly support this claim. Most believe that a merciful God will not
condemn infants to hell. But they offer very little Scriptural evidence.

If God is merciful to infants, then He also will be merciful to young
children. Right? Is there some age of accountability that a child reaches,
which immediately condemns him or her to hell if the child should die
without Christ after that age? Whatéf ¢thild misses this age by a day
or two? Can young children go to heaven without having overcome
Adamds sinful state? Even young
are very difficult questions for theologians.

Will the mentally ill be condemned to"hdfl not, where does God
draw the line? How mentally ill does one have to be in order to get an
exemption? If God allows the mentally ill to go to heaven without a
profession of faith in Christ, then what does that do to the verse that
says no man comsthe Father except through Christ?

Some people go to the doctrines of election to answer these
guestions. The argument is that all infants who die are automatically
elected. Spurgeon believed that only those who are elected for salvation
are allowedotdie in infancy. Perhaps all people with mental illness are
also elected and thus saved. Other people argue that infants are not held
responsi ble for Adamds sin, and t

What about infants who died in ancient times, is af¢he world
that would not hear about Christ for centuries to come? Under the
argument of election, does this mean that God simply arranges for all his
elect to die when they are infants, in order that they can be saved? Does
thisreally sound like@d s pl an for his chosen?

What about young children?  Children sin before they can
understand about Christ. Are children who die young automatically
non-elect, even if their parents are saved? Also, many people find the
doctrines of election difficult teelieve of a merciful God. Does God
really choose a predestination of hell for people before they are born?
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Does God condemn people who die without hearing about Christ’
If not, then what about people who have heard, but the missionary did
poor joboft el | i ng about Christ? Doe
deceptionsWhat if the missionary failed to identify a cultural barrier
that causes the person not to u
attempt at witness actually cause the persomr toisosalvation?

In this book, | hope to show that the many millions of pagans of
the ancient world, and the many millions of Hindus, Muslims,
Buddhists, New Agers, Christians, and Jews of the modern world, wt
have died in their sins, will have the oppity to be saved by the
blood of Jesus Christ during the millennium. Infants and children whc
die young will mature in Christ during the millennium. People who ar
mentally ill and cannot understand anything about Christ will mature i
Christ duringhte millennium. And people who have heard about Christ,
but get killed in automobile accidents, before making that decision, w
be able to mature in Christ during the millennium.

This is the Mystery of God: Christ really did come to save the
world in amuch more glorious way than has ever been understood
Thus, the glory of Christ, and the glory of His salvation, is far greate
than anyone has ever imagined. All this will be shown in Scriptur
simply by reading it the way ancient Jews would have done.

A Quick Introduction to the New Wine System

Part One of the book presents these claims without going deepl
into the Scriptural evidence. The purpose of this chapter is to get a
understanding of these claims before delving into all the supportin
argumets. Also, we will look at all the problems that are solved with
this New Wine Systemas described in this book. Some Scripture will
be presented in this chapter to get us going. But most of the Scriptur
evidence is in the chapters that follow. Hewey it 6 s al s o
first get a 6 n NewsWieelSystenaral toetakesrdne w
initial glimpse of some Scripture in support of this system.

The New Wine Systens based on three types of people in the
grave. This book presents maryuments of Scripture to support this
system. But for right now, l et
which describes tHdew Wine SystemThen we will briefly look at
three verses of Scripture for evidence in support of this system.
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1. Everyore begins their life with their names written in the Book
of Life. Everyoneds name was
There are three possible states we can be in when we die:

A. The Wise We can accept Christo
Christ to complete our rsetification before we die. We are
resurrected into eternal I i f e

B. The Foolish: These people neither mature in Christ, nor do
they willfully and knowingly reject Christ. Some of them
have accepted Christ, but foolishly liveatdives. Others
die before they have heard about Christ. Or perhaps they
simply have never accepted Christ. These are resurrected to
live in the millennium, but they are under judgment.

C. The Wicked: These people willfully and knowingly reject
C h r i atvatiGnsresalting in their names being blotted from
the Book of Life. They are not resurrected when Christ
returns. Only those in the Book of Life are resurrected.

2. Everyone who is in the wise group or the foolish group (above)
will be raised atthesta of Chri st ds mil | en

A. The key scriptures are Dan. 42:Tohn 5:25, 28, and
Rev. 20:4. These verses are discussed in more detail below.

B. The people in the wise group will be raised with glorified
bodies and will minister to the people inftmish group
during the millennium. Those in the wise group are eternally
secure. Their names cannot be blotted.

C. The people in the foolish group have a thousand years to
accept and mature in Christ. Those who do will move to the
wise group. Some, hever, will reject Christ and move to
the wicked group. At the end of the thousand years, there
will be no more people in the foolish middle group.

3.At the end of Christds Mill enn
of Judgment, when &ofdifeopens t h
A. People who are in the wicked group do not come to life until
the Judgment. They will be condemned to the lake of fire

because their names will no longer be in the Book of Life.
B. People in the wise group will inherit eternal life.
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Christ Died
for Everyone

Book \ SIN| Accepts Christ and Matures in Christ ‘

of ‘ Death sl

Life Still in the Book of Life
—
: \

Book \ SIN | Accepts Christ but Lives a Carnal Life

of Death sl

Life Still in the Book of Life

Book \ SN | Never Heard or Never Accepts Christ

of Death sl

Life Still in the Book of Life

Book \ SIN Accepts Christ but Lives a Carnal Life

of Death sl

Life Still in the Book of Life

Book \ SIN| Never Heard or Never Accepts Christ

of Death sl

Life Still in the Book of Life

- The Wicked

Book \ SIN| Willfully and Knowingly Rejects Christ
of Death sl

Life Blotted from the Book of Life
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The Christos Mil | Bookof al
Resurrection Life Opened
Inherits the Kingdom Kings and Priests ‘ Eternal
Life
Cannot be Blotted This is Israel ‘

from the Book of Life which is the Church

Matures in Christ during the millennium ‘ Eternal
Life
Still in the Book of Life |

Matures in Christ during the millennium | Ete]rcnal
‘ Life

Still in the Book of Life

. . Lake
Rejects Christ Second of
Blotted from the Book of Life Death Fire
; ; Lake
Rejects Christ Second of
Blotted from the Book of Life Death Fire

Those who willfully and knowing reject Christ

are not resurrected. They are not in the Book Lake
of Life at the time of the resurrection. This C_’f
includes those who take the mark of the beast. Fire




The New Wine System in a Nutshgll

In suppot of this outline and chart, consider the following three
points of Scripture:

(D) Scripture teaches that at theeat White Throne of Judgment,
everyonavho is not in the Book of Life is condemned to the lake of fire
(Rev. 20:15)Scripture also teachtbsit the resurrection is a thousand
years prior (Rev. 20:4).

(2)Scri pture teaches that 0O man)
resurrectedight after the great tribulatigpan 12:13, John 5:25,28
29.) Both the just and the unjust are resurrectee saitie time. For
those who would say thatthousandjears is inserted between the
resurrection of the just and the unjust, John 5:28 says, 'kauras
coming when all those who are in the tombs will hear his vAlse,"
the timing of Dan 12:3 isexplicitly tied to the great tribulation.

(3) Daniel 12:13 teaches that even the resurrected unjust are in the
Book of Life, at that time. They are "delivered" or "escape” from the
grave simply because their names are in the Book of Life. Since t
resurrected unjust are in the Book of Life, they certainly have ar
opportunity for salvation. As long as their names are still in the Book ¢
Life at the end of the millennium, they will be saved.

(ESV) Daniel 12:148 But at that time your people shall be
ddivered[escape]everyone whose name shalfound written

in the book.ZJ] And many of those who sleep in the dust of the
earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shan
and everlasting contem|3. And those who are wise shall shine
like the brightness of the sky above; and those who turn many t
righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.

The Hebrew word wused for odeliv
Some wi | | argue that D dativiered  olr2
oesbapee being del i ver ed-tridulatorm t

rapture advocates like to interpret it this way. However, Scriptur
teaches that the saints are defeated during the great tribulation (De
7:25, Rev. 137. These saints are also enBlook of Life.

Therefore, Daniel 12:1 cannot be saying that those in the Book c
Life are albeliveredrom the great tribulation. Those in the Book of
Life are o0deliveredod or oescape:
some who escape the grave raised to everlasting life. Others who
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escape the grave are raised to shame and contempt. But not all who are
in the grave escape. According t
What then, is the criterion given for being raised? Appdrenty,s n ot
issue of being just or unjust. Those who are in the Book of Life are the
ones who escape from the grave.

(ESV) John 5:25"Truly, truly, | say to you, &our is coming,
and is now here, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of
God, anl those who hear will live

Jesus said omy sheep hear my voic
sheep are still lost (Mat. 10:6, 15:24, Luke516:4 ltds only
who hear Christds voice from the
525,However, according to verses 2¢
voice include both those who have done good, and those who have
done evil . The word oall é in thi

those who hear who wtbés sheep whao
voice.

(ESV) John 5:289 Do not marvel at this, for amour is
coming when all who are in the tombs will hear his voice and
come out, those who have done good to the resurrection of life,
and those who have done evil to the resioreof judgment.

For those who say that the unjust are not raised until after the
millennium, | would point out that each of these verses say all this

happens at an ohouro6 that is to c
i nto a mil | e n nwoudifferent hdurs deparated By an o t
mill enni um. The unjust, who hear

of the millennium along with the righteous. They then have the
opportunity to accept Christ and to mature in Christ during that time.
The righteus, on the other hand, will reign as kings and priests with
Christ during the millennium (Rev. 1:6,-2265:10, 20:6).

But what about the fact that 0a
Christds voice and come out Pt How
said just three verses earlier, t
thatonly those who heavill live, and yedll who are in the tomivsill
hear and come out? Are all the dead in literal tombs? Or is tombs
simply a metaphor? Could it battheing in a tomb is a metaphor for
those awaiting the resurrection? Could it be that those who do not hear

Christds voice are not metaphoric
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To be buried in a tomb generally meant that you were wealthy. Th
poor were cremated. Thgsnot to say that only the wealthy will be
resurrected. However, the belief in the resurrection was certainly
strong reason that people who could afford it, chose to be buried ii
t ombs. The Greek word for ogr a;
odust of the eartho wild awake.
uses the word oOotombd here inste:
the metaphorical otombdé will h e
resurrection. Bruga v en® t wielvle r byeo nree

Putting it all Together

If we interpret John 5:28 in light of Daniel 123, then it all
comes together. Not everyone is raised. Only those in the Book of Lif

are raised. These ar e CHhyrailissdf o s
al | Christds sheep. But some c
Christds sheep were children an
not yet heard about Christ when they died. Others had heard, but he

not yet fully understood thegpel.

They are stild]l Christds sheep
Christ only gives up on His sheep if they willfully and knowingly rejec
His salvation. Until then, he still considers them to be His sheep. Nc
even death changes this fadiinless and until they willfully and
knowingly reject Christds salva
during the millennium. Many, however, will reject Christ during the
millennium, while He reigns as the literal King of the world. We can se
this in Rev 20:10, when Satan is released after the thousand years 1
tempt the nations again. At that time, multitudes march against Christ.

The Rest of the Dead

Revelation 20:8 says that the souls of those beheaded for not
taking the mark of the beasé resurrected. Nothing is said about those
who die in Christ before the great tribulation. A literal interpretation of
these verses would say that only those who are missing a head
resurrected at the start otead he
must wait until the end if the millennium. Of course, this interpretation
is not in agreement with 1 ThessalonianslZ.1@hich says those who
are in Christ are all raised before those who are still alive are gathered
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The interpretation of this rs® can be difficult. Pnaillennialists
usually interpret this verse to say that all those who are in Christ are
resurrected at the start of the millennium, and all those not in Christ are
not resurrected until after the millennium. Even though tlgs iser
difficult to interpret, they impose this interpretation back on the much
more simple and precise verses such as DanidldilJohn 5:289.

The ohourdé must either be stretc
must become two separate hours segzthbgta millennium.

(ESV) Revelation 20:46 Then | saw thrones, and seated on
them were those to whom the authority to judge was committed.
Also | saw thesouls of those who had been behedodethe
testimony of Jesus and for the word of God, and whadtad
worshiped the beast or its image laad not received its mark

on their foreheads or their handikey came to life and reigned
with Christ for a thousand yed& The rest of the deatid not

come to life until the thousand years were endeds Thésfirst
resurrection[6] Blessed and holy is the one who shares in the
first resurrection! Over such the second death has no power, but
they will be priests of God and of Christ, and they will reign with
him for a thousand years.

A much more consisteand reasonable interpretation of these verses
would be that the oOorest of the de
is in the context of the passage. John only sees those who refused the
mar k. Therefore, the Orestébotar e
resurrected. They stay dead, and
Life is opened and they are thrown into the lake of fire. During the
tribulation, those who take the mark of the beast will be willfully and
knowingly rejecting Christ. 8weir names will be blotted from the

Book of Life. This happens to all the wicked, who willfully and
knowingly reject the salvation of our Lord and Savior, Christ Jesus.

Amillennialists believe that the just and the unjust are raised at the
same time. PBmillennialists believe that there is a thousand years
between the resurrection and the Great White Throne of Judgment.
Both are correct. Amillennialists are incorrect in saying that the Great
White Throne happens at the resurrection. Premillenneaists
incorrect in saying that the unjust are not raised until after the
millennium. Both are incorrect. And both are correct. The truth hides
in the middle.
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(ESV) Daniel 12:2And manyof those who sleep in the
dust of the earth shall awakeme to eveabting life and
some to shame and everlasting contempt

(ESV) John 525,2829"Truly, truly, | say to you, &our

is coming, and is now here, when the dead will hear the
voice of the Son of God, aidose who hear will livé

Do not marvel at this, fan houris coming when all who

are in the tombs will hear his voice and cometlmge

who have done godd the resurrection of life, atidbse

who have done ev¥d the resurrection of judgment.

(ESV) Acts 24:1%laving a hope in God, which these men
themselves accept, that there will be a resurrectomthof
the just and the unjust

(ESV) Hosea 13:1:23 The iniquity of Ephraim is bound
up; his sin is kept in store. The pangs of childbirth come
for him, but he is an unwise son, for at the right time he
does not present himself at the opening of the womb.

The Wise The Foolish The Wicked
Dan 12:2 Awake to Awake to Not the many.
everlasting lifel  shame and Not all are
contempt. raised.
John 5:25, Those who Those who | Those who do
2829 have done goo{ have done evil not hear
Acts 24:16 The Just The Unjust
Rev 20:45 Represented b] Non-existent at The rest of the

those beheade

the end of the
great tribulatior|

dead, who take
the mark of the
beast

Hosea 13:1243

Represented b
Ephraim
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A Perfect Planof Salvation from a Perfect God

Would not a perfect God come up with a perfect plan of salvation?
Romans 2:11 tells us that God does not show favoritism. God loves
each and every one of us equally. Would God allow His one and only
Son to die for our 188, and not come up with some way for each and
every one of us to benefit equally from that sacrifice?

Godds character includes |l ove, |
salvation, presented in this book, is the only one that shows no partiality.
SO me people wildl receive eternal I
Godds pl an. God wuses the first
salvation taeverybodylse. In the scheme of eternity, the order is not
important if all eventually have thens opportunity to hear and accept.
Godds perfect plan does not negl e
lived; those who have died without hearing about Christ.

Gi ven Godds character of | ove,
reasonable to believe th&8tripture can be literally and naturally
interpreted in the way that is presented in this book, and yet be
incorrect? It is reasonable to believe an imperfect plan of salvation over
a perfect plan of salvation for the sake of traditional interpretation?

Jehovah Witnesses and Mormons (The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latterday Saints), both have systems of salvation that do not include
puni shment for those who have nev
one of the big draws which those two growing chulehes Many
people who know Godds character h
salvation presented by the mainstream denominations. Mainstream
salvation doctrines simply do not

However, the systems of salvation presented by J&kimabses
and Mormons are also imperfect and show favoritism. They each offer
a greater level eternal salvation for those who join their church.
Everyone who was born before these churches existed would not have
the same opportunity for the same typg afl vat i on. Godo
plan of salvation shows no favoritism.

A very knowledgeable atheist told me, that if God were to exist,
then God would be his worst enemy. How many people have been
deceived about God, and stayed away from the churclesebet
incorrect mainstream doctrinal teachings about salvation?
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The Dichotomy of Verses about Salvation

Scripture holds a potentially confusing dichotomy of verses abou
salvation and about entering the kingdom of heaven. Notice that all tt
holiness wses are about entering or inheriting the kingdom of heaven
The salvation verses are simply about salvation.

Salvation Inheriting the Kingdom

Matthew 5:2@ Unless your
righteousness exceeds that of t
scribes and Pharisees, you will
never enter the kingdom of
heaven.

Romans 10:8 Confess with our
mouth that Jesus is Lord, and
believe in our hearts that he wa:s
raised from thdead.

Romans 10:13, Joel 23216
Everyone who calls on the nam¢
of the Lord will be saved.

Matthew 5:48 Be perfect as you
heavenly Father is perfect.

Romans 6:28 The wages of sin i 1 Corinthians 6:200 Neither the
death. Buthe gift of God is greedy nor drunkards nor slandg
eternal life. will inherit the kingdom of God.

Galatians 5:1910 Here Paul
includes sexual immorality,
impurity, hatred, discord, jealous
fits of rage, selfish ambition,
disensions, factions and envy a
sins that prevent one from
inheriting the kingdom of God.

Ephesians 284 It is by grace
that we ha been saved, througl
faith, and this is not from
ourselves. ltis a gift from God,
not by works, so that no one car
boast.

Ephesians 5308 Sexual

John 3:1@® Believe on Jesus Chi immorality and all impurity or
and you will be saved. covetousness has no inheritanc
the kingdom of Qtist and God.

Hebrews 12:14 Without holiness
no one will see the Lord.
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John 1:1A3- But to all who did
receive him, who believed in his
name, he gave the right to beco
children of God, who were born
not of blood nor of the will of the
flesh no of the will of man, but o
God.

The seven letters to the seven
churches each have a warning,
which says, t h
who overcome sin that will inher
the kingdom. Each letter gives
different description of what it
means to inherit the kingah.

2 Corinthians 5:1-7Therefore, if

anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creation. The old has passed aVv|
behold, the new has come.

Revelation 21:8 8 Only those
who overcome sin will inherit the
kingdom of God.

2 Corinthians 5:21For our sake
he nade him to be sin who knew
no sin, so that in him we might
become the righteousness of G

1 John5:18- Anyone born of Gog
does not continue to sin.

Acts 16:36B1- Then he brought
them out and said, "Sivehat
must | do to be savedZ&nd they
said, Believe in the Lord Jesus,
and you will be saved.

1John3:69 - No one who
continues to sin has either seen
him or known him.

Matthew 10:32S0 everyone whd
acknowledges me before men,
also will acknowledge before my
Father who is in heaven.

Matthew7:21- Not everyone wha
says to me, OL
the kingdom of heaven.

Is inheriting the kingdom really the same thing as salvation?

Also, consider John 5:28, quoted earlier. How does this verse fit
with our doctrines of salvation nage and through faith alone? Those
who do good are to be raised to a resurrection of life. Those who do
evil are evil are to be raised to a resurrection of judgment. Many
translations even say they are raised to a resurrection of condemnation.
Howist hi s any different than salvat
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own merit? However, under tNew Wine Systenthis verse is not
talking about salvation. | t ds

Some people have noticed this dichotomy of teachingebetw
Paul 6s message of grace and Je
seems even stricter than that of the Pharisees and the teachers of
law. The Sermon on the Mount clearly takes the Ten Commandment
such as to not commit adultery, and brings tbeandeeper level. We
are not to look at a woman in lust. Anger toward our brother is
tantamount to murder. Is the message of Jesus truly a message
salvation by grace?

By reading Scripture the way ancient Jews would have ree
Scri ptur ee to rettiy she interpresatidm Ithat causes this
dichotomy of verses. We must understand that salvation is a journe

Peter said, o0Salvation is found
under heaven given to men4ld.yln wh
addition, Jesus said, o | am t he
comes to the Fat herl4:6)x The Greek wdndr o
here for owayod means road. Sal

must take. For some, this journeesinot end when we die. The
journey can continue throughout the millennium. And for many, the
journey will not even begin until the resurrection and Christ returns.

The journey must be the path of Jesus Christ. The path begins wi
justification (Rom®:1519). When, by faith, we accept Jesus Christ as
our Savior, God credits the atoning sacrifice of Christ on the cross &
payment for all our sins, past, present, or future. But this is only th
beginning of our journey toward salvation. We continte thé
process of sanctificationhess 4:3, 5:23,Thes:13, Peterl:2).

Through the Holy Spirit, we are being conformed into the likenes:s
of Christ (Rom8:2930, Ephl1:5). The journey ends with the
glorification of our bodies (dor.15:50). We were saved (Ro&24),
we are being savedGar.1:18), and we will be saved (Roarit0).
Salvation must include justification, sanctification, and finally the
glorification of our bodies. For those who are mature in Christ, the
glorification of oubodies will happen when Christ returns. For many,
however, the glorification of their bodies must wait until they are
entirely sanctified during the millennium.
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The road toward salvation is the maturing process whereby we
owor k out ourarsalnda tt ir @) WEButmdg alif € P h
those who are justified in Christ seem to take this part of the salvation
process seriously. These are known as carnal Christians. This word
comes from the King James Version, especial\CarirtthiansS3:1.
Modernday translations render it as fleshly, or worldly.

From 1Corinthian®:14 to 3:3, Paul outlines three types of people.
In verse 14 of chapter 2, Paul speaks of the natural man. In verse 1 of
chapter 3 Paul speaks of the fleshly (carnal) mand, iihierse 15 of
chapter 2, Paul speaks of the spi
problemridden church at Corinth. Paul addresses them as carnal
Christians. Yet Paul makes it clear that they are s@ard @9).

Just how much sanctificat is required before we can reach the
end of the road to receive glorified bodies? Do those who die carnal
reach the end of the road without traveling over it? Some would hold
that the initial justification of Christians is all that matters. Aftaewl|
say, what could we possibly add to the blood of Christ? How can the
blood of Christ need anything else?

Many Protestants of the Reformation, with emphasis on grace, will
argue that while we should be san
They cl aim, o0Once saved al ways sav
that those who remain carnal were not saved in the first place. But this
is just another way of saying that sanctification is required for salvation.
Scripture clearly indicates that scetion is required for salvation in
the verses preached by the holiness groups. Yet Scripture also clearly
indicates that we are saved at the point of justification.

One major purpose of this book is to show that both sides are true.
The truth hideg the middle. If we confess with our mouths that Jesus
is Lord, and believe in our hearts that Jesus rose from the dead, then we
will be saved. This is true even if we live a carnal life and die carnal.

At the same time, we must mature in Christ, arstbldeout for
Christ, no matter the cost, before we can receive glorified bodies and
i nherit the kingdom of God. We
sanctificationo6 ticket when we di
no matter the cost, are the elect. aiechosen by God to reign with
Christ during the millennium. To reign, we must become saints.
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The Word o0Saintéo, as itos Used |
The Catholic use the word oOsa
saved. | t ds a s peciofaChristimsr dhe g i

concept of saints in this book is probably closer to the Catholic belie
than it is to the Protestant belief. The Protestant belief is that all wh
are saved become saints when they first profess faith in Jesus. T
Catholic beliekithat saints are a special list of those who become reall
holy, in this life before they die.

| believe that saints are those who really mature in Christ. At th
same time, there are still many carnal Christians who will be saved &
resurrected in thaillennium.

Paul often used the term 0sai
which he was writing. Protestants have used this as an argument aga
the Catholic use of the term.
word as in omedrys SpHaoliy . Onesl.to
0saintsdé when itds in the plura
of Godds peopl e. The use of o0h

in the Old Testament, especially in Psalms and in Daniel.

We refer to earybody in the churches as Christians. But we know
that in the churches, not everyone tgi@Christians. | believe Paul
used the word saint in a very similar way. Not everyone in the church
will become a saint.

The word Osaintm o0sabvamiian. 6c
we are being saved, and we will be saved. We became a saint, we &
saint, and we will be a saint when we have matured in Christ t
overcome sin. Paul is hopeful that all those in his churches will matu
in Christ, andbecome saints. Yet Paul realizes that not everyone will d
so before death.

Il n this book, I prefer to use
Catholic use of the word. Saints are those who have matured in Chri
and are walking as Jesus walkéd(i12:6), which is to walk holy. The
saints are those who mature in Christ before they die, and before Chr
returns. The saints are the wise, who will reign with Christ in the
millennium.
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The Purpose Driven Life

Ri ¢k War r e nlhe Pulipase wen Life hals soldl pver
30 million copies worldwide. The book has forty chapters that describe
forty points to ponder and questions to consider. The reader is
encouraged to read one chapter a day, towards thdafpriypal of
having a life whose purgos i s devoi d of sel f al
purpose for our lives. Living such a life involves the rejection of sin in
our lives. Sin has no dominion over those with a Purpose Driven Life.

Many Christians have believed in a higher level of Christianity as
being completely sold out for Christ. Some have associated it with
baptism of the Holy Spirit. (It does relate to being constantly filled with
the Holy Spirit.) We must live for Christ, no matter the cost.

Those who believe there is a higher form oistmity generally
do not say itodés required for sal
verses, involving inheriting the kingdom, can be interpreted as being
about salvation.

|l tds easy to get excited about |
d o e seel to fit anywhere in the traditional doctrines of salvation.

Therefore after some ti me, it ter
not a clear part of our traditional systematic theology. It seems like a
good thing, but I tod.s Dowro deep,rwhenu i r e
temptation is at its greatest, people can reason that we get to heaven
anyway. We yield to temptation,
I f God really has a purpose for

intention that we growo the point where our lives really are centered
solely around Godoés purpose for
anything less? One way or the other, God will have His way in our lives,
unless we explicitly and knowingly reject God and His purpose.

Tradtionally, there are two types of people: those saved and those
not saved. Thdlew Wine Systemresents three types of people: the
wise, the foolish, and the wicked. If one really believes in a higher level
of Christianity, which is not required for @@bn, then a system of
theology with three types of people would seem to be the only system
that works. The wise are those who live a Purpose Driven Life. The
wi cked ar e t hose wh o have rejec
purposes. The foolish have nett gone one way or the other.
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The New Wine|  This Age The Age to Come
System
Living a The wise will be kings and
Purpose priests, literally ruling with Chri
. Driven Life, Jesus as He is literally the King
The Wise

with [Agape]
Love

Kings andhe Lord of Lords for
the entire world; a ofveorld

for Christ government.

Still living for | The foolish will be taught and

self. They are,| encouraged, by the wise, to gi\
The Foolish | however, still | up living for self and to live for

saved and will | Christ Jesus alone. This is the

be resurrected.| Purpose Driven Life

Have knowingly Some will reject this teaching,
The Wicked and specifically] and will not be willing to live a

rejecte
salvation.

Purpose Driven Life for Christ
when He is the King of Kings

What do you think about when you are driving, and your mind is
free to wander? This is a good indicator of what your interests are. If
your thoughts are not on furthering the Kingdom, then you are probabl
not Living a Purpose Driven Life for Christ.

How do you spend most of your free time? Is it watching TV,
movies, oOr sports? I f 1 tds not
then you are probably not Living a Purpose Driven Life for Christ.

Does your prayer life include a balanced amount of timg ask
God what you can do for the Kingdom? Do you pray for open doors to
your personal Person Driven Life and services? If not, you are probabl
not Living a Purpose Driven Life.

These points are not meant to be condemning in nature. The
bottom line is tht Christ really must be the first and the only really
important thing in your life. The importance of Christ in your life must
even outshine that of your family (Matthew 12046/1ark 3:385).
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Ancient Jewish Thought

Ancient Jews understood the comihghe Messiah as being the
start of a new age, with Israel bringing salvation to the world as a result
of their rule (Isaia66:1621). The Messianic age was not the end of the
story. It was the best part of the story. Both the Pharisees and the
Sadducaes believed in a coming Messianic age. The big debate was
whether or not there will be a resurrection at the start of it all. Everyone
agreed, that when the Messiah comes, Israel would rule the nations. The
big debate was the resurrection. Rightecusniégio out from Israel
to all the nations when Israel rules the nations (ZetB19). The
coming of the Messiah was not considered to be the final judgment for
everyone. With the resurrection at the start of the Messianic age, as was
believed by #1 Pharisees, death would not be the final judgment. The
resurrection would be a continuation of the story for everyone.

Since Augustine, the high majority of the churches, both Catholic
and Protestant, have not believed in the millennium. Luther wgas a bi
fan of Augustine, and so the Protestants tended to reject the millennium.
The Anabaptists were persecuted and put to death for their millennial
beliefs. ltds not surprising th
have not required a millennium. eTbay of Judgment, and end of the
world, was believed to be when Christ returns.

But this view about the coming of the Messiah does not fit ancient
Jewish thought. The Messianic reign was to be a time when Israel would
rule the world, and thus the gospeulld go out into the entire world as
a result of that reign. The kingdom of heaven, interpreted the way a
New Testament Jew would have interpreted it, is this same Messianic
reign. What they didndét wunderst a
The curent Messianic reign in our hearts is only a partial fulfillment. It
will be literally and completely fulfilled when Christ returns.

This delay in the I|iteral ki ngd
stil |l a time for t he vailencabeaspreatl o r
across the entire world, even after the resurrection. During the literal
reign of Christ, this gospgreading purpose of the kingdom is fulfilled
to a much greater extent than right now during its partial fulfillment.

The ancienfews did not understand the need for the Messiah to
first die as the ultimate sacrifice for their sins. They thought the
Kingdom of God was going to appear at once (LBKet27).






