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New Wine for the End Times  

by Philip B. Brown 

Calvinism vs. Arminianism (Election vs. Free-Will). 
Solving this Major Church Divider Without the Use 
of Paradoxes, or Two Sides of the Same Coin.  
Solved by applying Ancient Jewish Eschatology. 

Salvation is a Free Gift.  But Inheriting the 
Kingdom Requires Lots of Work.  Solving the 
Friction Between Grace and Holiness Verses.  
Solved by applying Ancient Jewish Eschatology. 

The Millennium as a Free-Grace Alternative to 
Purgatory.  Solving the Differences in Salvation 
Verses Between Catholicism and Protestantism.  
Solved by applying Ancient Jewish Eschatology. 

Would a Loving God Have a Merciful Plan for Our 
Loved Ones Who Have Died Having Never Heard 
or Understood About Jesus Christ?   Solved by 
applying Ancient Jewish Eschatology to the Church. 

The application of ancient Jewish eschatology to the literal interpretation 
of Scripture solves these four major problems, which have divided the 
Church over the centuries.  Most of the New Testament was written by 
Jews.  The New Wine System literally interprets Scripture along the same 
lines as the Jewish eschatology system of that day.  The Jewish New 
Testament authors applied Old Testament prophecies about Israel to the 
Church.  If we do the same, then these four major problems of Scripture 
are solved.  In addition, many verses of other topics that have been hard 
to understand start fitting the system and become easily understood.
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 Introduction  

Eschatology means the study of last things.  The ancient Jews 
believed that when the Messiah comes, Israel will rule the world.  This 
was not arrogance.  Itõs Godõs word.  Scripture teaches that Israel has a 
responsibility to lead the nations into righteousness.  They await the 
literal restoration of King Davidõs throne so that righteousness will 
spread throughout the nations (Isaiah 66:19).  And according to the 
Pharisees, this would happen right after the physical resurrection of the 
dead (Isaiah 26:17-21, 66:7-9).  This is ancient Jewish eschatology. 

To be saved means you will be resurrected.  You will be saved from 
death.  To be saved eternally means you will never die.  Think about it 
from the perspective of the ancient Jew.  To inherit the promise to 
Abraham, or to inherit the kingdom, or to be a child of Abraham, did 
not only mean that one is saved.  These terms mean you are a part of 
Israel, who will rule the world.  For the Jew, the nations are not a part of 
Israel.  Yet the nations will still be resurrected and can be saved.  The 
resurrection is not limited to Israel.  Righteousness will go out from 
Israel after the resurrection, when the Messiah comes. 

The people of Israel are a òchosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, a people for his own purposesó (1 Peter 2:9, Exodus 19:5-6).  
The people of Israel are the elect.  To be chosen does not simply mean 
you are saved.  The people of the nations can be saved and yet not be 
chosen to rule the world.  New Testament Jewish writers like Peter 
quoted Old Testament verses, such as this one from Exodus 19:5-6.  
They applied Old Testament prophecies about Israel to the Church.  If 
we do likewise, then the Old Testament prophecies about Israel must be 
literally fulfilled in the Church.  Therefore, the Church will rule the 
nations with Christ during the millennium (Rev. 2:26-26, 5:10, 20:6). 

Paul said not all Israel are Israel (Romans 9:6).  Not all of 
Abrahamõs descendants are his children (9:7).  If you are in Christ, then 
you are Abrahamõs seed, and heirs according to the promise (Galatians 
3:29).  This promise to Abraham was the promise of the literal land of 
Palestine (Gen 13:14-17, 15:17-21).  The promise of Abraham is to those 
who are in Christ, which is the Church (Galatians 3:29).  New Testament 
writers applied many Old Testament prophecies of Israel to the Church 
(1 Peter 2:9, Rom. 9:23-26, Acts 2:1,16-21, Acts 15:14-18, Hebrews 8:8, 
James 1:1).  Therefore, those who are in Christ are Israel.   
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Israel is Godõs chosen people (Deu 7:6, 14:2).  Those chosen to be 
in Christ are the elect (Rom. 11:7, 2 Tim. 2:10, Titus 1:1, 1 Peter 1:1).  
The Church is the elect, chosen by God.  But that does not mean the 
others in the nations cannot be saved.  Everyone has the free-will 
opportunity to accept Christ as Savior (Mat. 10:32, Rev. 22:17).  Death is 
not the end of the story.  Both the just and the unjust are resurrected at 
the same hour (Dan. 12:2, John 5:28-29, Acts 14:15).  And the Judgment 
is not until a thousand years later (Revelation 20). Therefore, the story 
continues during Christõs millennial reign. 

Salvation is a free gift (Rom. 6:23, Rev. 22:17).  Christ draws all men 
to himself (John 12:32).  Anyone can choose to accept Christõs free gift 
of salvation (Mat. 10:32, Rev. 22:17).  Itõs not limited to the elect.  But to 
inherit the kingdom, requires the overcoming of sin (1 Cor. 6:9-10, Gal. 
5:19-21).  Donõt confuse salvation verses with inheriting the kingdom. 

The application of Jewish eschatology to the Church, along these 
lines, solves many major problems of Scripture that have divided the 
Church over the centuries.  This includes Calvinism vs. Arminianism 
(Election vs. Free-Will).  We no longer have to pretend that Scripture 
teaches two opposite positions, but that both are somehow true.  This is 
solved without the use of paradoxes, or two sides of the same coin.  
This same eschatology interpretation also solves the problem of our 
loved ones, who have died having never heard or understood about the 
salvation of Jesus Christ.  Death is not the end of the story. 

Scripture is to be interpreted as literally as is reasonable, with careful 
consideration for context, allowing for symbolism only where 
symbolism is obvious, with the culture of the ancient Jews of primary 
importance.  Itõs my hope that every student of Scripture will read this 
book prayerfully, letting the inerrancy Scripture be the final word. 

Jesus told a parable about pouring new wine into new wine skins.  
New understanding doesnõt necessarily fit traditional interpretations.  
Thus, the title of the book is, òNew Wine for the End Times.ó  The 
New Wine System is a new understanding of Scripture thatõs based on 
old understandings about the End Times.  If you find this book useful, 
please visit my web site for additional articles about eschatology.



Chapter 1 
The New Wine System in a Nutshell 

Executive Summary: Scripture teaches that (1) at the Great White Throne of 
Judgment, all who are not in the book of life are condemned.  Scripture teaches that 
(2) the just and the unjust are resurrected at the same time, which is a thousand years 
before the Great White Throne.  Scripture teaches that (3) at the time of the 
resurrection, those who are in the Book of Life are resurrected.  This includes both the 
just and the unjust.  Yet not all will be resurrected when Christ returns.  Those who 
are resurrected, both the just and the unjust, are Christõs sheep.  Therefore, the 
resurrected unjust will be saved if their names remain in the Book of Life throughout 
the millennium. 

Scripture contains a big dichotomy of verses about salvation.  Many verses, such as 
John 3:16, show that simple faith in Christ is all that is needed for salvation.  Other 
verses would seem to require the overcoming of sin in order to be saved.  But this 
second set of verses is usually framed in terms of inheriting the kingdom, or being òinó 
Christ, instead of using the simple term òsalvation.ó 

Ancient Jews believed that when the Messiah comes, Israel will rule the world.  Then, 
as a result of that rule, the gospel will be spread throughout the nations.  Old 
Testament Scripture, when interpreted literally, supports this view.  Therefore, the 
nations will be saved.  But the nations will not inherit the kingdom.  Israel will 
inherit the kingdom.  The people of Israel, alone, were considered to be the descendents 
of Abraham.  Ancient Jewish culture did not interpret the word òsalvationó to be 
equivalent to the term òinherit the kingdom,ó or to being a òseed of Abraham.ó 

The big debate at the time of the ancient Jews was whether or not there will be a 
resurrection.  Old Testament Scripture about the resurrection does not say that only 
the righteous will be resurrected.  On the contrary, many are resurrected to òshame 
and contemptó (Daniel 12:2).  So the Pharisees, who believed in the resurrection, 
would have seen the Messianic Age as a time when Israel would rule, and the gospel 
would be spread to all nations, even to those who had already died.  Even if they had 
not drawn this conclusion at that time, itõs still a conclusion that has strong 
Scriptural support.  However, the Pharisees of that time would have made really bad 
one-world government rulers.  The kingdom of heaven was not in their hearts. 

In order for this New Wine System to work, there must be three types of people in the 
grave, instead of the two traditionally held by Protestants.  The three intermediate 
states in the grave must be (1) the righteous wise, (2) the foolish undecided, and (3) 
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the wicked.  The foolish undecided group must be those who have not yet accepted nor 
rejected Christ.  Or they may have accepted Christ, but have not yet matured their 
relationship with Christ. 

The sins of everyone who has ever lived, or will ever live, were atoned for at the cross 
(1 John 2:2, 1 Tim 4:10, 2:6, John 12:32, Rom 5:8).  Christõs atonement is 
unlimited.  Therefore, faith in God is credited as righteousness.  This can include 
small faith in small revelations, such as faith in the Creator.  Everyone can see God 
in the Creation.  So those who have not yet accepted Jesus Christ can be resurrected to 
live again.  But a person must be entirely sanctified (1 Thess 5:23), by accepting 
Christ as his or her personal Savior, and developing a mature relationship with Him, 
before he or she can be given eternal life.  Those who mature in Christ, before they die, 
are the true Israel, and will reign as kings and priests during the millennium 
(Rev 2:26-27, 5:10, 1:6, 20:6).  For the others, who are in the foolish undecided 
group, or have not yet matured, death is not the end of the story. 

This system of three intermediate states is similar to the three groups under the 
Catholic system.  Catholics believe that those in the church go to heaven.  But if you 
are not a saint, you must first spend time in Purgatory.  Thus, the Catholics see three 
major types of people in the grave.  I donõt believe you have to be in a church in order 
to avoid hell.  But an undecided middle group does solve the same problem that 
Purgatory solves.  It resolves the dichotomy of verses about salvation and holiness.  
Unlike Purgatory, the millennium is not punishment.  The millennium simply offers 
those who have died in the middle the opportunity to mature in Christ, or to drop into 
wickedness by their own choice, without being under the deception of Satan.  Thus, 
with the millennium as an alternative to Purgatory, salvation remains a free gift, with 
no requirement of payment for oneõs own sins. 

T raditional conservative mainstream Christian teaching says that if 

you die without having made a profession of faith in Jesus Christ, that 
you will spend eternity in hell.  For many people, this teaching brings up 
a series of difficult questions.  What about the people who have died 
without hearing about Jesus?  Will they spend eternity in hell?  I agree 
with all the theologians who say we need Christ Jesus to be saved.  But 
few have offered a good solution to this very puzzling dilemma. 

What about infants who die?  Will they spend eternity in hell?  
Many Catholics believe in a place called limbo, for infants who have not 
been baptized, which is neither heaven nor hell.  This is a long-standing 
Catholic tradition.  But Protestants want Scriptural evidence for all 
doctrines. 
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Infants are born with Adamõs sinful state (Rom. 5:12-21, 
1 Cor. 15:22).  All parents know that their infant child will rebel and be 
disobedient at some point as they begin to grow.  So it becomes a 
dilemma for theologians.  How can infants go to heaven given Adamõs 
sinful state?  The doctrine of infant baptism was developed early in 
church history, to allow for the salvation of infants.  Many believe that 
infant baptism removes Adamõs sinful state.  Yet there is no Scripture to 
directly support this claim.  Most believe that a merciful God will not 
condemn infants to hell.  But they offer very little Scriptural evidence. 

If God is merciful to infants, then He also will be merciful to young 
children.  Right?  Is there some age of accountability that a child reaches, 
which immediately condemns him or her to hell if the child should die 
without Christ after that age?  What if the child misses this age by a day 
or two?  Can young children go to heaven without having overcome 
Adamõs sinful state?  Even young children have already sinned.  These 
are very difficult questions for theologians. 

Will the mentally ill be condemned to hell?  If not, where does God 
draw the line?  How mentally ill does one have to be in order to get an 
exemption?  If God allows the mentally ill to go to heaven without a 
profession of faith in Christ, then what does that do to the verse that 
says no man comes to the Father except through Christ? 

Some people go to the doctrines of election to answer these 
questions.  The argument is that all infants who die are automatically 
elected.  Spurgeon believed that only those who are elected for salvation 
are allowed to die in infancy.  Perhaps all people with mental illness are 
also elected and thus saved.  Other people argue that infants are not held 
responsible for Adamõs sin, and they have no sins of their own.   

What about infants who died in ancient times, in areas of the world 
that would not hear about Christ for centuries to come?  Under the 
argument of election, does this mean that God simply arranges for all his 
elect to die when they are infants, in order that they can be saved?  Does 
this really sound like Godõs plan for his chosen? 

What about young children?  Children sin before they can 
understand about Christ.  Are children who die young automatically 
non-elect, even if their parents are saved?  Also, many people find the 
doctrines of election difficult to believe of a merciful God.  Does God 
really choose a predestination of hell for people before they are born? 
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Does God condemn people who die without hearing about Christ?  
If not, then what about people who have heard, but the missionary did a 
poor job of telling about Christ?  Does God take into account Satanõs 
deceptions?  What if the missionary failed to identify a cultural barrier 
that causes the person not to understand?  Could the missionaryõs failed 
attempt at witness actually cause the person to lose his salvation?   

In this book, I hope to show that the many millions of pagans of 
the ancient world, and the many millions of Hindus, Muslims, 
Buddhists, New Agers, Christians, and Jews of the modern world, who 
have died in their sins, will have the opportunity to be saved by the 
blood of Jesus Christ during the millennium.  Infants and children who 
die young will mature in Christ during the millennium.  People who are 
mentally ill and cannot understand anything about Christ will mature in 
Christ during the millennium.  And people who have heard about Christ, 
but get killed in automobile accidents, before making that decision, will 
be able to mature in Christ during the millennium. 

This is the Mystery of God:  Christ really did come to save the 
world in a much more glorious way than has ever been understood.  
Thus, the glory of Christ, and the glory of His salvation, is far greater 
than anyone has ever imagined.  All this will be shown in Scripture 
simply by reading it the way ancient Jews would have done. 

A Quick Introduction to the New Wine System 

Part One of the book presents these claims without going deeply 
into the Scriptural evidence.  The purpose of this chapter is to get an 
understanding of these claims before delving into all the supporting 
arguments.  Also, we will look at all the problems that are solved with 
this New Wine System, as described in this book.  Some Scripture will 
be presented in this chapter to get us going.  But most of the Scriptural 
evidence is in the chapters that follow.  However, itõs also a good idea to 
first get a ônutshellõ overview of the New Wine System, and to take an 
initial glimpse of some Scripture in support of this system.   

The New Wine System is based on three types of people in the 
grave.  This book presents many arguments of Scripture to support this 
system.  But for right now, letõs just take a look at an outline and a chart 
which describes the New Wine System.  Then we will briefly look at 
three verses of Scripture for evidence in support of this system. 
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1. Everyone begins their life with their names written in the Book 
of Life.  Everyoneõs name was written before world began. 
There are three possible states we can be in when we die: 

A. The Wise:  We can accept Christõs salvation and mature in 
Christ to complete our sanctification before we die.  We are 
resurrected into eternal life.  We are òwiseó in Christ. 

B. The Foolish:  These people neither mature in Christ, nor do 
they willfully and knowingly reject Christ.  Some of them 
have accepted Christ, but foolishly live carnal lives.  Others 
die before they have heard about Christ.  Or perhaps they 
simply have never accepted Christ.  These are resurrected to 
live in the millennium, but they are under judgment. 

C. The Wicked: These people willfully and knowingly reject 
Christõs salvation, resulting in their names being blotted from 
the Book of Life.  They are not resurrected when Christ 
returns.  Only those in the Book of Life are resurrected. 

2. Everyone who is in the wise group or the foolish group (above) 
will be raised at the start of Christõs millennial reign. 

A. The key scriptures are Dan. 12:1-3, John 5:25, 28-29, and 
Rev. 20:4.  These verses are discussed in more detail below. 

B. The people in the wise group will be raised with glorified 
bodies and will minister to the people in the foolish group 
during the millennium.  Those in the wise group are eternally 
secure.  Their names cannot be blotted. 

C. The people in the foolish group have a thousand years to 
accept and mature in Christ.  Those who do will move to the 
wise group.  Some, however, will reject Christ and move to 
the wicked group.  At the end of the thousand years, there 
will be no more people in the foolish middle group. 

3. At the end of Christõs Millennial reign is the Great White Throne 
of Judgment, when God opens the Lambõs Book of Life. 

A. People who are in the wicked group do not come to life until 
the Judgment.  They will be condemned to the lake of fire 
because their names will no longer be in the Book of Life.   

B. People in the wise group will inherit eternal life. 
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In support of this outline and chart, consider the following three 
points of Scripture: 

(1) Scripture teaches that at the Great White Throne of Judgment, 
everyone who is not in the Book of Life is condemned to the lake of fire 
(Rev. 20:15).  Scripture also teaches that the resurrection is a thousand 
years prior (Rev. 20:4). 

(2) Scripture teaches that òmany,ó but not all, of the unjust are 
resurrected right after the great tribulation (Dan. 12:1-3, John 5:25,28-
29.)  Both the just and the unjust are resurrected at the same time.  For 
those who would say that a thousand years is inserted between the 
resurrection of the just and the unjust, John 5:28 says, "For an hour is 
coming when all those who are in the tombs will hear his voice."  Also, 
the timing of Dan 12:1-3 is explicitly tied to the great tribulation. 

(3) Daniel 12:1-3 teaches that even the resurrected unjust are in the 
Book of Life, at that time.  They are "delivered" or "escape" from the 
grave simply because their names are in the Book of Life.  Since the 
resurrected unjust are in the Book of Life, they certainly have an 
opportunity for salvation.  As long as their names are still in the Book of 
Life at the end of the millennium, they will be saved. 

(ESV) Daniel 12:1b-3 But at that time your people shall be 
delivered [escape], everyone whose name shall be found written 
in the book. [2] And many of those who sleep in the dust of the 
earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame 
and everlasting contempt. [3] And those who are wise shall shine 
like the brightness of the sky above; and those who turn many to 
righteousness, like the stars forever and ever. 

The Hebrew word used for òdeliveredó is better translated as òescape.ó  
Some will argue that Daniel 12:1 says those who are òdeliveredó or 
òescapeó are being delivered from the great tribulation.  Pre-tribulation 
rapture advocates like to interpret it this way.  However, Scripture 
teaches that the saints are defeated during the great tribulation (Dan. 
7:25, Rev. 13:5-7).  These saints are also in the Book of Life.   

Therefore, Daniel 12:1 cannot be saying that those in the Book of 
Life are all delivered from the great tribulation.  Those in the Book of 
Life are òdeliveredó or òescapeó from the grave.  According to the verse, 
some who escape the grave are raised to everlasting life.  Others who 
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escape the grave are raised to shame and contempt.  But not all who are 
in the grave escape.  According to the verse, òmanyó awake, but not all.  
What then, is the criterion given for being raised?  Apparently, itõs not an 
issue of being just or unjust.  Those who are in the Book of Life are the 
ones who escape from the grave. 

 (ESV) John 5:25  "Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, 
and is now here, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of 
God, and those who hear will live. 

Jesus said òmy sheep hear my voiceó (John 10:27).  But many of Christõs 
sheep are still lost (Mat. 10:6, 15:24, Luke 15:4-6).  Itõs only the people 
who hear Christõs voice from the grave that are raised, according to John 
5:25.  However, according to verses 28 and 29, those who hear Christõs 
voice include both those who have done good, and those who have 
done evil.  The word òalló in this verse is qualified by verse 25.  Itõs only 
those who hear who will live.  And itõs only Christõs sheep who hear his 
voice. 

(ESV) John 5:28-29 Do not marvel at this, for an hour is 
coming when all who are in the tombs will hear his voice and 
come out, those who have done good to the resurrection of life, 
and those who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment. 

For those who say that the unjust are not raised until after the 
millennium, I would point out that each of these verses say all this 
happens at an òhouró that is to come.  We should not stretch this hour 
into a millennium.  And itõs not two different hours separated by a 
millennium.  The unjust, who hear Christõs voice, are raised at the start 
of the millennium along with the righteous.  They then have the 
opportunity to accept Christ and to mature in Christ during that time.  
The righteous, on the other hand, will reign as kings and priests with 
Christ during the millennium (Rev. 1:6, 2:26-27, 5:10, 20:6). 

But what about the fact that òalló who are in the tombs will hear 
Christõs voice and come out?  How does this reconcile with what Christ 
said just three verses earlier, that òthose who hear will live?ó  How is it 
that only those who hear will live, and yet all who are in the tombs will 
hear and come out?  Are all the dead in literal tombs?  Or is tombs 
simply a metaphor?  Could it be that being in a tomb is a metaphor for 
those awaiting the resurrection?  Could it be that those who do not hear 
Christõs voice are not metaphorically in their tombs? 
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To be buried in a tomb generally meant that you were wealthy.  The 
poor were cremated.  This is not to say that only the wealthy will be 
resurrected.  However, the belief in the resurrection was certainly a 
strong reason that people who could afford it, chose to be buried in 
tombs.  The Greek word for ògraveó is Hades.  Many (but not all) in the 
òdust of the earthó will awake.  I believe that itõs significant that Jesus 
uses the word òtombó here instead of simply saying Hades.  Everyone in 
the metaphorical òtombó will hear Christõs voice because they await 
resurrection.  But not everyone in the ògraveó will be resurrected. 

Putting it all Together 

If we interpret John 5:25-29 in light of Daniel 12:1-3, then it all 
comes together.  Not everyone is raised.  Only those in the Book of Life 
are raised.  These are Christõs sheep.  The Book of Life is simply a list of 
all Christõs sheep.  But some of Christõs sheep are still lost.  Many of 
Christõs sheep were children and infants when they died.  Others had 
not yet heard about Christ when they died.  Others had heard, but had 
not yet fully understood the gospel. 

They are still Christõs sheep as long as they are in the Book of Life.  
Christ only gives up on His sheep if they willfully and knowingly reject 
His salvation.  Until then, he still considers them to be His sheep.  Not 
even death changes this fact.  Unless and until they willfully and 
knowingly reject Christõs salvation, they will remain in the Book of Life 
during the millennium.  Many, however, will reject Christ during the 
millennium, while He reigns as the literal King of the world.  We can see 
this in Rev 20:7-10, when Satan is released after the thousand years to 
tempt the nations again.  At that time, multitudes march against Christ. 

The Rest of the Dead 

Revelation 20:4-5 says that the souls of those beheaded for not 
taking the mark of the beast are resurrected.  Nothing is said about those 
who die in Christ before the great tribulation.  A literal interpretation of 
these verses would say that only those who are missing a head are 
resurrected at the start of the millennium.  And the òrestó of the dead 
must wait until the end if the millennium.  Of course, this interpretation 
is not in agreement with 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17, which says those who 
are in Christ are all raised before those who are still alive are gathered. 
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The interpretation of this verse can be difficult.  Pre-millennialists 
usually interpret this verse to say that all those who are in Christ are 
resurrected at the start of the millennium, and all those not in Christ are 
not resurrected until after the millennium.  Even though this verse is 
difficult to interpret, they impose this interpretation back on the much 
more simple and precise verses such as Daniel 12:1-3 and John 5:28-29.  
The òhouró must either be stretched into a millennium, or the hour 
must become two separate hours separated by a millennium. 

 (ESV) Revelation 20:4-6 Then I saw thrones, and seated on 
them were those to whom the authority to judge was committed. 
Also I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for the 
testimony of Jesus and for the word of God, and who had not 
worshiped the beast or its image and had not received its mark 
on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned 
with Christ for a thousand years. [5] The rest of the dead did not 
come to life until the thousand years were ended. This is the first 
resurrection. [6] Blessed and holy is the one who shares in the 
first resurrection! Over such the second death has no power, but 
they will be priests of God and of Christ, and they will reign with 
him for a thousand years. 

A much more consistent and reasonable interpretation of these verses 
would be that the òrest of the deadó are those who take the mark.  This 
is in the context of the passage.  John only sees those who refused the 
mark.  Therefore, the òrestó are those who take the mark.  They are not 
resurrected.  They stay dead, and do not òcome to lifeó until the Book of 
Life is opened and they are thrown into the lake of fire.  During the 
tribulation, those who take the mark of the beast will be willfully and 
knowingly rejecting Christ.  So their names will be blotted from the 
Book of Life.  This happens to all the wicked, who willfully and 
knowingly reject the salvation of our Lord and Savior, Christ Jesus. 

Amillennialists believe that the just and the unjust are raised at the 
same time.  Premillennialists believe that there is a thousand years 
between the resurrection and the Great White Throne of Judgment.  
Both are correct.  Amillennialists are incorrect in saying that the Great 
White Throne happens at the resurrection.  Premillennialists are 
incorrect in saying that the unjust are not raised until after the 
millennium.  Both are incorrect.  And both are correct.  The truth hides 
in the middle. 
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(ESV) Daniel 12:2 And many of those who sleep in the 
dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and 
some to shame and everlasting contempt. 

(ESV) John 5:25, 28-29 "Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour 
is coming, and is now here, when the dead will hear the 
voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live. é 
Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who 
are in the tombs will hear his voice and come out, those 
who have done good to the resurrection of life, and those 
who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment. 

(ESV) Acts 24:15 Having a hope in God, which these men 
themselves accept, that there will be a resurrection of both 
the just and the unjust. 

(ESV) Hosea 13:12-13 The iniquity of Ephraim is bound 
up; his sin is kept in store.  The pangs of childbirth come 
for him, but he is an unwise son, for at the right time he 
does not present himself at the opening of the womb. 

 

 The Wise The Foolish The Wicked 

Dan 12:2 Awake to 
everlasting life 

Awake to 
shame and 
contempt. 

Not the many.  
Not all are 

raised. 

John 5:25, 
28-29 

Those who 
have done good 

Those who 
have done evil 

Those who do 
not hear 

Acts 24:16 The Just The Unjust  

Rev 20:4-5 Represented by 
those beheaded 

Non-existent at 
the end of the 

great tribulation  

The rest of the 
dead, who take 
the mark of the 

beast 

Hosea 13:12-13   Represented by 
Ephraim 
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A Perfect Plan of Salvation from a Perfect God 

Would not a perfect God come up with a perfect plan of salvation?  
Romans 2:11 tells us that God does not show favoritism.  God loves 
each and every one of us equally.  Would God allow His one and only 
Son to die for our sins, and not come up with some way for each and 
every one of us to benefit equally from that sacrifice?   

Godõs character includes love, justice, and impartiality.  This plan of 
salvation, presented in this book, is the only one that shows no partiality.  
Some people will receive eternal life before others.  Thatõs simply part of 
Godõs plan.  God uses the first ones saved to bring the good news of 
salvation to everybody else.  In the scheme of eternity, the order is not 
important if all eventually have the same opportunity to hear and accept. 
Godõs perfect plan does not neglect the majority of all people who have 
lived; those who have died without hearing about Christ. 

Given Godõs character of love, justice, and impartiality, is it 
reasonable to believe that Scripture can be literally and naturally 
interpreted in the way that is presented in this book, and yet be 
incorrect?  It is reasonable to believe an imperfect plan of salvation over 
a perfect plan of salvation for the sake of traditional interpretation? 

Jehovah Witnesses and Mormons (The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints), both have systems of salvation that do not include 
punishment for those who have never heard.  Itõs my belief that this is 
one of the big draws which those two growing churches have.  Many 
people who know Godõs character have big problems with the system of 
salvation presented by the mainstream denominations.  Mainstream 
salvation doctrines simply do not fit Godõs character. 

However, the systems of salvation presented by Jehovah Witnesses 
and Mormons are also imperfect and show favoritism.  They each offer 
a greater level eternal salvation for those who join their church.  
Everyone who was born before these churches existed would not have 
the same opportunity for the same type of salvation.  Godõs true perfect 
plan of salvation shows no favoritism. 

A very knowledgeable atheist told me, that if God were to exist, 
then God would be his worst enemy.  How many people have been 
deceived about God, and stayed away from the churches, because of 
incorrect mainstream doctrinal teachings about salvation? 
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The Dichotomy of Verses about Salvation 

Scripture holds a potentially confusing dichotomy of verses about 
salvation and about entering the kingdom of heaven.  Notice that all the 
holiness verses are about entering or inheriting the kingdom of heaven.  
The salvation verses are simply about salvation. 

 

Salvation Inheriting the Kingdom 

Romans 10:9 ð Confess with our 
mouth that Jesus is Lord, and 
believe in our hearts that he was 
raised from the dead. 

Matthew 5:20 ð Unless your 
righteousness exceeds that of the 
scribes and Pharisees, you will 
never enter the kingdom of 
heaven. 

Romans 10:13, Joel 2:31-32 ð 
Everyone who calls on the name 
of the Lord will be saved. 

Matthew 5:48 ð Be perfect as your 
heavenly Father is perfect. 

Romans 6:23 ð The wages of sin is 
death.  But the gift of God is 
eternal life. 

1 Corinthians 6:9-10 ð Neither the 
greedy nor drunkards nor slanders 
will inherit the kingdom of God. 

Ephesians 2:8-9 ð It is by grace 
that we have been saved, through 
faith, and this is not from 
ourselves.  It is a gift from God, 
not by works, so that no one can 
boast. 

Galatians 5:19-21 ð Here Paul 
includes sexual immorality, 
impurity, hatred, discord, jealousy, 
fits of rage, selfish ambition, 
dissensions, factions and envy as 
sins that prevent one from 
inheriting the kingdom of God. 

John 3:16 ð Believe on Jesus Christ 
and you will be saved. 

Ephesians 5:3-5 ð Sexual 
immorality and all impurity or 
covetousness has no inheritance in 
the kingdom of Christ and God. 

 
Hebrews 12:14 ð Without holiness, 
no one will see the Lord. 
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John 1:12-13 - But to all who did 
receive him, who believed in his 
name, he gave the right to become 
children of God,  who were born, 
not of blood nor of the will of the 
flesh nor of the will of man, but of 
God. 

The seven letters to the seven 
churches each have a warning, 
which says, that itõs only those 
who overcome sin that will inherit 
the kingdom.  Each letter gives a 
different description of what it 
means to inherit the kingdom.   

2 Corinthians 5:17 - Therefore, if 
anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creation. The old has passed away; 
behold, the new has come. 

Revelation 21:7-8 ð Only those 
who overcome sin will inherit the 
kingdom of God. 

2 Corinthians 5:21 - For our sake 
he made him to be sin who knew 
no sin, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God. 

1 John 5:18 - Anyone born of God 
does not continue to sin. 

Acts 16:30-31 - Then he brought 
them out and said, "Sirs, what 
must I do to be saved?"  And they 
said, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, 
and you will be saved. 

1 John 3:6-9 - No one who 
continues to sin has either seen 
him or known him.   

Matthew 10:32 - So everyone who 
acknowledges me before men, I 
also will acknowledge before my 
Father who is in heaven. 

Matthew 7:21 - Not everyone who 
says to me, ôLord, Lord,õ will enter 
the kingdom of heaven. 

Is inheriting the kingdom really the same thing as salvation?   

Also, consider John 5:28-29, quoted earlier.  How does this verse fit 
with our doctrines of salvation by grace and through faith alone?  Those 
who do good are to be raised to a resurrection of life.  Those who do 
evil are evil are to be raised to a resurrection of judgment.  Many 
translations even say they are raised to a resurrection of condemnation.  
How is this any different than salvation by works, or salvation by oneõs 
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own merit?  However, under the New Wine System, this verse is not 
talking about salvation.  Itõs taking about inheriting the kingdom. 

Some people have noticed this dichotomy of teaching between 
Paulõs message of grace and Jesusõ stark message of holiness, which 
seems even stricter than that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the 
law.  The Sermon on the Mount clearly takes the Ten Commandments, 
such as to not commit adultery, and brings them to a deeper level.  We 
are not to look at a woman in lust.  Anger toward our brother is 
tantamount to murder.  Is the message of Jesus truly a message of 
salvation by grace? 

By reading Scripture the way ancient Jews would have read 
Scripture, itõs possible to rectify the interpretation that causes this 
dichotomy of verses.  We must understand that salvation is a journey.  
Peter said, òSalvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name 
under heaven given to men by which we must be savedó (Acts 4:12).  In 
addition, Jesus said, òI am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one 
comes to the Father except through meó (John 14:6).  The Greek word 
here for òwayó means road.  Salvation is a journey.  Itõs a path that we 
must take.  For some, this journey does not end when we die.  The 
journey can continue throughout the millennium.  And for many, the 
journey will not even begin until the resurrection and Christ returns. 

The journey must be the path of Jesus Christ.  The path begins with 
justification (Rom 5:15-19).  When, by faith, we accept Jesus Christ as 
our Savior, God credits the atoning sacrifice of Christ on the cross as 
payment for all our sins, past, present, or future.  But this is only the 
beginning of our journey toward salvation.  We continue with the 
process of sanctification (1 Thess 4:3, 5:23, 2 Thess 2:13, 1 Peter 1:2).   

Through the Holy Spirit, we are being conformed into the likeness 
of Christ (Rom. 8:29-30, Eph. 1:5).  The journey ends with the 
glorification of our bodies (1 Cor. 15:50).  We were saved (Rom. 8:24), 
we are being saved (1 Cor. 1:18), and we will be saved (Rom. 5:10).  
Salvation must include justification, sanctification, and finally the 
glorification of our bodies.  For those who are mature in Christ, the 
glorification of our bodies will happen when Christ returns.  For many, 
however, the glorification of their bodies must wait until they are 
entirely sanctified during the millennium. 
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The road toward salvation is the maturing process whereby we 
òwork out our salvation with fear and tremblingó (Phil 2:12).  But not all 
those who are justified in Christ seem to take this part of the salvation 
process seriously.  These are known as carnal Christians.  This word 
comes from the King James Version, especially in 1 Corinthians 3:1.  
Modern-day translations render it as fleshly, or worldly. 

From 1 Corinthians 2:14 to 3:3, Paul outlines three types of people.  
In verse 14 of chapter 2, Paul speaks of the natural man.  In verse 1 of 
chapter 3 Paul speaks of the fleshly (carnal) man.  Third, in verse 15 of 
chapter 2, Paul speaks of the spiritual man.  This is Paulõs letter to the 
problem-ridden church at Corinth.  Paul addresses them as carnal 
Christians.  Yet Paul makes it clear that they are saved (1 Cor 1:2-9). 

Just how much sanctification is required before we can reach the 
end of the road to receive glorified bodies?  Do those who die carnal 
reach the end of the road without traveling over it?  Some would hold 
that the initial justification of Christians is all that matters.  After all, they 
say, what could we possibly add to the blood of Christ?  How can the 
blood of Christ need anything else? 

Many Protestants of the Reformation, with emphasis on grace, will 
argue that while we should be sanctified, itõs not required for salvation.  
They claim, òOnce saved always saved.ó  Some will compromise and say 
that those who remain carnal were not saved in the first place.  But this 
is just another way of saying that sanctification is required for salvation.  
Scripture clearly indicates that sanctification is required for salvation in 
the verses preached by the holiness groups.  Yet Scripture also clearly 
indicates that we are saved at the point of justification. 

One major purpose of this book is to show that both sides are true.  
The truth hides in the middle.  If we confess with our mouths that Jesus 
is Lord, and believe in our hearts that Jesus rose from the dead, then we 
will be saved.  This is true even if we live a carnal life and die carnal. 

At the same time, we must mature in Christ, and be sold out for 
Christ, no matter the cost, before we can receive glorified bodies and 
inherit the kingdom of God.  We donõt get a free òget out of 
sanctificationó ticket when we die.  Those who are sold out for Christ, 
no matter the cost, are the elect.  We are chosen by God to reign with 
Christ during the millennium.  To reign, we must become saints.   
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The Word òSaintó, as itõs Used in This Book 

The Catholic use the word òsaint,ó does not mean all who will be 
saved.  Itõs a special word given to the holiest of Christians.  The 
concept of saints in this book is probably closer to the Catholic belief 
than it is to the Protestant belief.  The Protestant belief is that all who 
are saved become saints when they first profess faith in Jesus.  The 
Catholic belief is that saints are a special list of those who become really 
holy, in this life before they die. 

I believe that saints are those who really mature in Christ.  At the 
same time, there are still many carnal Christians who will be saved and 
resurrected in the millennium.  

Paul often used the term òsaintsó to address the entire church to 
which he was writing.  Protestants have used this as an argument against 
the Catholic use of the term.  In the Greek, the word òsaintó is the same 
word as in òHoly Spirit.ó  It means òHoly Ones.ó  Itõs translated as 
òsaintsó when itõs in the plural noun form, and in a context that speaks 
of Godõs people.  The use of òholyó to refer to Godõs people originates 
in the Old Testament, especially in Psalms and in Daniel. 

We refer to everybody in the churches as Christians.  But we know 
that in the churches, not everyone is a true Christians.  I believe Paul 
used the word saint in a very similar way.  Not everyone in the churches 
will become a saint. 

The word òsaintó is similar to the term òsalvation.ó  We were saved, 
we are being saved, and we will be saved.  We became a saint, we are a 
saint, and we will be a saint when we have matured in Christ to 
overcome sin.  Paul is hopeful that all those in his churches will mature 
in Christ, and become saints.  Yet Paul realizes that not everyone will do 
so before death. 

In this book, I prefer to use the word òsaintó in a way similar to the 
Catholic use of the word.  Saints are those who have matured in Christ 
and are walking as Jesus walked (1 John 2:6), which is to walk holy.  The 
saints are those who mature in Christ before they die, and before Christ 
returns.  The saints are the wise, who will reign with Christ in the 
millennium. 
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The Purpose Driven Life 

Rick Warrenõs book titled, The Purpose Driven Life, has sold over 
30 million copies worldwide.  The book has forty chapters that describe 
forty points to ponder and questions to consider.  The reader is 
encouraged to read one chapter a day, towards the forty-day goal of 
having a life whose purpose is devoid of self and centered on Godõs 
purpose for our lives.  Living such a life involves the rejection of sin in 
our lives.  Sin has no dominion over those with a Purpose Driven Life. 

Many Christians have believed in a higher level of Christianity as 
being completely sold out for Christ.  Some have associated it with 
baptism of the Holy Spirit.  (It does relate to being constantly filled with 
the Holy Spirit.)  We must live for Christ, no matter the cost. 

Those who believe there is a higher form of Christianity generally 
do not say itõs required for salvation.  And yet many of the holiness 
verses, involving inheriting the kingdom, can be interpreted as being 
about salvation. 

Itõs easy to get excited about pursuing a Purpose Driven Life.  Yet it 
doesnõt seem to fit anywhere in the traditional doctrines of salvation.  
Therefore after some time, it tends to lose its importance because itõs 
not a clear part of our traditional systematic theology.  It seems like a 
good thing, but itõs not required for salvation.  Down deep, when 
temptation is at its greatest, people can reason that we get to heaven 
anyway.  We yield to temptation, believing that Godõs purpose can wait. 

If God really has a purpose for each of us, and if itõs really Godõs 
intention that we grow to the point where our lives really are centered 
solely around Godõs purpose for us, then why would God settle for 
anything less?  One way or the other, God will have His way in our lives, 
unless we explicitly and knowingly reject God and His purpose. 

Traditionally, there are two types of people: those saved and those 
not saved.  The New Wine System presents three types of people: the 
wise, the foolish, and the wicked.  If one really believes in a higher level 
of Christianity, which is not required for salvation, then a system of 
theology with three types of people would seem to be the only system 
that works.  The wise are those who live a Purpose Driven Life.  The 
wicked are those who have rejected Godõs salvation and Godõs 
purposes.  The foolish have not yet gone one way or the other. 
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The New Wine 
System 

This Age The Age to Come 

The Wise 

Living a 
Purpose 
Driven Life, 
with [Agape] 
Love 
for Christ 

The wise will be kings and 
priests, literally ruling with Christ 
Jesus as He is literally the King of 
Kings and the Lord of Lords for 
the entire world; a one-world 
government. 

The Foolish 

Still living for 
self.  They are, 
however, still 
saved and will 
be resurrected.  

The foolish will be taught and 
encouraged, by the wise, to give 
up living for self and to live for 
Christ Jesus alone.  This is the 
Purpose Driven Life  

The Wicked 

Have knowingly 
and specifically 
rejected Christõs 
salvation. 

Some will reject this teaching, 
and will not be willing to live a 
Purpose Driven Life for Christ 
when He is the King of Kings 

 

What do you think about when you are driving, and your mind is 
free to wander?  This is a good indicator of what your interests are.  If 
your thoughts are not on furthering the Kingdom, then you are probably 
not Living a Purpose Driven Life for Christ. 

How do you spend most of your free time?  Is it watching TV, 
movies, or sports?  If itõs not doing something to further the Kingdom, 
then you are probably not Living a Purpose Driven Life for Christ. 

Does your prayer life include a balanced amount of time asking 
God what you can do for the Kingdom?  Do you pray for open doors to 
your personal Person Driven Life and services?  If not, you are probably 
not Living a Purpose Driven Life. 

These points are not meant to be condemning in nature.  The 
bottom line is that Christ really must be the first and the only really 
important thing in your life.  The importance of Christ in your life must 
even outshine that of your family (Matthew 12:46-50, Mark 3:31-35). 
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Ancient Jewish Thought 

Ancient Jews understood the coming of the Messiah as being the 
start of a new age, with Israel bringing salvation to the world as a result 
of their rule (Isaiah 66:16-21).  The Messianic age was not the end of the 
story.  It was the best part of the story.  Both the Pharisees and the 
Sadducees believed in a coming Messianic age.  The big debate was 
whether or not there will be a resurrection at the start of it all.  Everyone 
agreed, that when the Messiah comes, Israel would rule the nations.  The 
big debate was the resurrection.  Righteousness will go out from Israel 
to all the nations when Israel rules the nations (Zech 14:13-19).  The 
coming of the Messiah was not considered to be the final judgment for 
everyone.  With the resurrection at the start of the Messianic age, as was 
believed by the Pharisees, death would not be the final judgment.  The 
resurrection would be a continuation of the story for everyone. 

Since Augustine, the high majority of the churches, both Catholic 
and Protestant, have not believed in the millennium.  Luther was a big 
fan of Augustine, and so the Protestants tended to reject the millennium.  
The Anabaptists were persecuted and put to death for their millennial 
beliefs.  Itõs not surprising that our traditional doctrines of salvation 
have not required a millennium.  The Day of Judgment, and end of the 
world, was believed to be when Christ returns. 

But this view about the coming of the Messiah does not fit ancient 
Jewish thought.  The Messianic reign was to be a time when Israel would 
rule the world, and thus the gospel would go out into the entire world as 
a result of that reign.  The kingdom of heaven, interpreted the way a 
New Testament Jew would have interpreted it, is this same Messianic 
reign.  What they didnõt understand was that Christ was to come twice.  
The current Messianic reign in our hearts is only a partial fulfillment.  It 
will be literally and completely fulfilled when Christ returns. 

This delay in the literal kingdom did not change its purpose.  Itõs 
still a time for the Messiah to reign so that Godõs salvation can be spread 
across the entire world, even after the resurrection.  During the literal 
reign of Christ, this gospel-spreading purpose of the kingdom is fulfilled 
to a much greater extent than right now during its partial fulfillment.   

The ancient Jews did not understand the need for the Messiah to 
first die as the ultimate sacrifice for their sins.  They thought the 
Kingdom of God was going to appear at once (Luke 19:11-27).  




